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IOWA SUMMER PROFESSIONAL SEMINAR 
APPLICATION 2007 
FOR GRADES 5-12  

Question-Answer Relationships (QAR) 
 

June 13-15 in Storm Lake and/or June 19-21 in Fayette (pending sufficient 
enrollment) 

Plus three follow-up sessions during the school year to be determined at a 
later date 

Question -Answer Relationships (QAR) is a research-based strategy that engages students in the 
process of differentiating the types of questions that can be asked of a text. QAR provides a 
framework for organizing comprehension strategy instruction across all grade levels and in a 
variety of subject areas. Students learn to distinguish between types of questions. Teaching 
students Question-Answer Relationships (QAR) gives students the language for talking about the 
strategies they use to answer questions. It helps students develop an awareness of their own 
cognitive processes when answering questions, and helps all readers at all grade levels benefit 
from learning to think about information sources used for asking and answering questions. Dr. 
Nance Wilson, professor at the University of Central Florida, will be conducting the training. 
Look on the IACTE (www.iowacte.org) and DE  (www.iowa.gov/educate) websites for more 
information about Dr. Wilson.   

If you are interested in applying for grant support, please complete the attached proposals and fax 
it to Linda Choate at 515-281-7700. If you have questions, please contact Linda Fielding at 
Linda-fielding@uiowa.edu or 319-335-5336.  
 
School Building  
 
School Building Mailing Address: 
 
Contact Person: 
 
E-mail Address: 
 
Phone Number: 
 
 

1) Preferred week of training.  All efforts will be made to accommodate your 
preference. 

 
_______ June 13-15 Storm Lake 
 
_______ June 19-21 Fayette 
 
 

2) QAR Team Composition: 
 

Participating teams MUST include a minimum of two content area teachers (perhaps 
those who teach a core subject in which the majority of students are enrolled.  
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Ideally, team members from the same building also will include:  
 

 Either a principal or a central office administrator (e.g., curriculum 
director) or both.  At least one person who has the authority to make 
decisions about student scheduling, resources, teacher planning time, 
etc. must be on the team. 

 Additional content area teachers beyond the required two 
 One or more special education teachers 
 A reading coach/strategist/instructional coach  

 
Priority will be given to applications in which teams include at least one principal 
or central office administrator as described above. 

 
 
QAR TEAM 
Names Job Title School Building Email Address 
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
 

3) Current context at the building level: 
 

For professional development to be effective it has to be fully sustained and supported.  
Competing initiatives make it difficult for a comprehensive effort to be fully implemented.  
Describe reading efforts currently underway at the building level by completing the items 
below. 

 
Describe current programs that are in place to serve struggling readers at the building level. 
 
 
 
Will QAR be added to the existing program(s) or replace it?  If yes, please explain. 
 
 
 
Has the building professional development in the last three years addressed reading 
problems of students?  If yes, please describe any professional development that has 
focused on the reading needs of your students. 
 
 
 

 
 

4) Assurances 
 

In order to be considered in this competition the district must assure that the following 
conditions will be in place.  Either the superintendent or building administrator must 
commit to meeting these assurances by initialing each statement and completing the 
signature section. 
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4a) Regular Team Meeting Time: 
 
Team members must meet regularly—ideally, 45 minutes weekly.  (Deb will insert a 
quote about collaboration from the Iowa Professional Development Model) 
 
 

Assurance: Regular, adequate time will be provided for team meetings. 
 
 
____________________________________ Administrator’s Initials 
 
 
Briefly describe the schedule that will be provided for collaborative team meetings for QAR 
teams: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4b) Assessment: 

 
Participants must collect appropriate formative and summative data.  Measures will be 
explained during the Summer Professional Seminar.  Each student will be assessed 
using the Stanford Diagnostic Reading Test and frequent informal assessment rubrics.  
Participating schools will be expected to collect summative assessment data as 
scheduled and submit the data to the Teacher Development Academy Web Site (one 
person will be trained to enter data). 
 
Schools will be reimbursed for their tests (Stanford Diagnostic Reading Test—
ordering information will be disseminated after grants are awarded.) 
 
Assurance: Assessments will be conducted and data will be submitted to web site. 
 
 
 
____________________________Administrator’s initials 
 
 
 
 

4c) Participants must implement the program as the program is designed: 
 
In order to ensure that student achievement gains occur it is necessary to implement 
QAR accurately and frequently. Participants are expected to implement the initiative as 
designed.  Only teachers trained in the Summer Professional Seminar should teach 
QAR. Each participant will receive a stipend of $600 for attending the summer 
professional seminar as long as all conditions are met.  There will be money 
available for travel expenses to attend the summer professional seminar as well as 
the follow up session. 
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To receive a full stipend, a participant must meet all of the assurances listed 
below: 
 
 
Assurance: All team members will implement the initiative as designed.  Only trainers 
trained in QAR will teach QAR.  
 
 
 
_____________________________Administrator’s initials 
 
 

 
 

The submission of applications will be via fax to Linda Choate at 515-281-7700.  
Applications will be due to the Department at 4:30 P.M. on April 30, 2007. 
Applications will be accepted according to the date and time on the fax. 
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4d) Full attendance and engagement in all training sessions: 
 

QAR training includes 3 days in the summer, 2007, 3 days during the school year, and 
possibly 1-2 ICN sessions.  School building participants will be required to submit explicit 
instruction lesson descriptions to the trainer periodically in order to determine fidelity to 
the strategy. 
 
Teachers will be asked to submit implementation data on a regular basis to their 
collaborative team, who will organize and analyze it in order to determine future PD 
sessions.  Studies of the implementation data and sample lesson plans will be submitted 
to the trainer on a regular basis.  
 
Assurance: All team members will attend all training days.  School building participants 
will submit logs and lesson plans as scheduled by the trainer. 
 
 
 
 
______________________________Administrator’s initials 
 
 
Each participant will receive a stipend of $600 for attending the summer professional 
seminar as long as all conditions are met.  There will be money available for travel 
expenses to attend the summer professional seminar as well as the follow up sessions, 
substitute pay, and administering the Stanford Test.  
 
 
To receive the full stipend, a participant must meet all of the assurances described 
above and summarized below: 
 
 
I agree to the following conditions: 
 
4a) Participation in regular collaborative team meetings scheduled for QAR 
4b) Collection of appropriate formative and summative data as described above 
4c) Implementation of the designed program as described above 
4d) Attendance at all Professional Seminar and follow-up sessions as described above 
4d) Submission of implementation logs and lesson plans as described above 
 
____________Team member initials ____________ Team member initials 
 
____________Team member initials ____________ Team member initials 
 
____________ Team member initials ____________ Team member initials 
 
____________ Team member initials ____________ Team member initials 
 
Ideally, team member initials should be submitted with this application. Please do not let 
this requirement prevent you from submitting this application by the deadline, but it is 
essential that all team members know what they are committing to.  
 
 
The submission of applications will be via fax to Linda Choate at 515-281-7700.  
Applications will be due to the Department at 4:30 P.M. on March 31, 2007. 


